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| Rebelizan is a5 the fine of Witchcraft, and ſinbborn- 


| his frait in his __ whatſoeuer he had done, had 


| 
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1. Sam. 15. vetſ. 23 


poſſe a5 the wickedneſſe of Invlatry. 


V x all-wiſe Goda, who made Or- 
der the meaſure of his creation, | 
9 placed man among the crea- 

tures here below, as the chiefe 
& Adminiſtrator of order , Man 
-—®Þ was then planted as atree by the 
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hee growne on in the order wherein hee was plan- 
ted, his leafe had not witherea, he had brought forth 


proſpered. But alas ! diſobedience and order could 
neuerlong dwell together. The worme of pride 
had no ſooner corrupted the roote of mankinde, | 
bur inſtantly this goodly tree loſt both lcaves and 
fruittoo ; nay all the femmes iſſuing from that cor- 
rupt focke, haue euer ſince prooued naturally fitter 
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for infernall fuell,then for the ſeruice of Gods Tem- 
ple. Man in his corrupt nature, 1oynes in this with. 
the other creatures ; wo vult domari, If the wind 


rigers of waters, Pſal.1.3.and,bad | 


be ſtayed in his courſe,it will roote ypthe ſtrongeſt | 
Oakes : ifthe water in.her motion,ſhee will ſwell, | 


and ouerſwell the bankes. And though God him- | 
ſelfe be the Commander, yet rather then men will; 
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| want their will, they will ſummon a whole 8vwriew 
| azainſt him, as inthe 2. Plalme, The Rulers taking 

| b- counſell together, and the people imagining a vaine 
thing azainft the Lora, and againſt his Anomied, ſay. 
| 

| 

| 


a. 


in7, Lit vs breake their bonds aſunder, and cait away 
| therr cords from VS. 
Thus doth wretched man, by endcauouring to | 
caſt off the lighter yoake of -Gods Law, pull. vpon 
1 himſelfe an heauier : The law of his owne /##t and | 
mn wil, walking, on thorow the paths of wilfull diſobe- 
| |dience,to vnauoidable deſtruction. To cure which 
F-: {welling ſore, as God holding his Sceptey jn heauen, 
| labours by all the meanes both of his mercies and 
Hs IB iudgements, to retract vs from that fatall way : ſo 
 |heeſtabliſherh Scepters on carth, as a ready meanes | 
| |to helpeto reduce vs tothe perfeAtion of our firſt 
rule : making the duty of the ſecoud Table, a ſtep 
to our duty of the firſt, ſubduing our will to the 
will of 947 on earth, that ſo he may the better fub- 
due vs to his ewne Will in heauen, Fuſt, as an in- 
ualuable bleſſing vpon a Land, God giues vs a Xz»e; 
| and then as the power of that bleſſing, he preſcribes 
'N ' | obedience toour King. So that in reference to the | 
= þ|  |Godof order, as wethould cſteeme no day happier 
3 Fey | {then this whereon Ged hath bleſt vs with-a true 
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0 | Succe ſour of his Father, a inſt and pious King , (0 
| . |cantherebe no ſacrifice ficter for this happy D:y, 
| [thenthe ſacrifice of obedience both to God and to 
nm our K:»g. The breach of which duty to cher in 
| 8 {their degree,being no lefle then as the ſin of Viteh- 

craft, and a5 the wicked neſſc of 1delairy. H 
| | As faith is the cleercſt gloſle of the Goſpel, fo 


obedience 
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the beſt of ſacrifices, the fat of Lambes, a5 in the for-| 


" | mer verſe. Better, becauſe the wickedeſt man aliue 


' may off er Sacrifice,none can ovey bur the good, Nay, | 
even from good Abraham, God refuſed the Sacri-! 


| 


| fice, but accepted the obedience, Whereas on the! 
eantrary , diſobedience. to. Ged and: his 'Deputzes, 
[though irproceed from weakeweſſe, isa ſine. But 
if it ſwellro fabbornneſſeand rebellion, it isa great 
finne ; great as 1do/atry, which is the worft kinde of | 
{inne; great as Witch-creft (which in bleſled King 
Iams s his phraſe) 1s the wsrft kinde of 1dolarry.; 
To the truth of which aflertion, that] may leade' 
you thorow the path of merhode, T ſhall firſt view 
ir generally and. in; Theſt, as-ir may concerne all| 
men, High and lom, rich ana peore.one with another. 
Then particularly, and in Hypotheſ? , as it ſtrikes ar | 
the off endors in this Chapter;$anland his people, In 
the generall, we ſhall finde firſt in poſir/u9, that re- | 
| bellion is both a /inneand the ceaſe of all finne: heare | 
therefore and auoid it, Secondly, in comparatiuo, 
chat it is the foule# of {innes,cuen as Witcheoraft and 
1dolatry. Bee: pleated to hearken, that you may 
| hate It. , 
| A ſubict({ confeſſe)it is of ſuch importance and 
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| hane delivered it. Firter had it beene for me with. 
 [44r9% to haue ſtood below among the people : 
bur fince with Moſes T' was ſummoned vþ to the 
| mount, I would not fall within the cenſure of mine 

{ QWNC LEXT, ; . 
| Now, to follow theſe T__ they. are laid,and ſo 
tO! 


obeatence the beſt expolition of the Law, better then | 


authoricie, that none fo fit as Samze/ himſelfe, to | 


—_ c— 


” 


n, 


——  — 


CCA, 23,12, 


, 
þ 
| 


= —_—_— —— F "LF... 
CO ee ee OT Or Er Ine 
—— 


Rom.8.7. 
ludges 19.32. 


Ter.3 I- 
| : 


- [Plalme 12. 4: 


el 


[ Plautus 
I Pznul. 


>v4 
A 


- 
—_— tt. —_— 
s dT me Ss am el 4d _— CCS" 7 — Lemma —_ ___— — Wt W "00 TE md a__ A... 4 — 
5 
i ve 
: 


[ro make the paſſage more eaſte, firſt in poſitivo wee 


A 


| Animam Regis quisg, portat:that which is the hope 


[lowed vp Coreand his complices, yet too many of | 


[chen did the Diuell diuert his people to 1dolarry 


{did both Law and Gopþell beginne with oppoſition a | 
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will confider the #ature of rebefiop in generall, | 

Itis a common rule in Divinity , that inall the 
ſonnes of decayed Adam, that wharſocuer is moſt 
nvaterall,is to be ſuſpected as moſt ſinful. Now, by 


nature wee are all as oxen vnpliable tothe yoake. 


of the ewes at the comming of their Meſsiah, Enery 
mechanick would bea Kime no man would be a Swbictt. 
Man naturally hath ſuch a will as cannot be ſubiea. 
Weareall borne the enemiesof God, and as the vn-: 
ruly ſonnes of Belzal. Yiri abſq,;ngo, like an vatamed 
heyfer we are eucr kicking againſt our Maker, 24vts| 
in ieſum, paxci in Dominum , many will willingly 
hearc of God as a Saxzogr,but if you propound him | 
as a Commanaer, their anſwer is ready, onr 1ongues | 
are our owne, whores Lord oner ys | 
Thus it fares with God,and worſe with his Deps- | 
va El multis theſaurus in lingua ſitus , ut queFtu ba- 
bean male loqui melioribus, Though the earth ſwal- | 


|, 


their generation remaine ſtil] - men, whole purity 
conliſts in parity, whoſe conſcience in diſobedience, | 
Wherefore ſhall any men lift themſelues wp abone the 
congregation of the Lord: Well; whence this fraite | 
proceedes the rooge will demonſtrate. Euen when | 
God on the Mount had taken obedience for his zext, | 


and rebellion, Euen when Chrift was gluing Indts 
the bleſſed bread of ſaluation, then did Satan per- | 
ſwade him to plot his Saxzo#rs deſtrution. Thus | 
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|could not doe,it ranſomd vs from the power ofthe 
|Diaell, In $«crifice, beaſts were killed ; in ebed#ence, | 


1 before King Cnaries, 


| cebellion.is rhewor# of ſinnes. h 


|2 man takes much paines to offend God. Sacrifice 2 
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plaine argument, that it is the worke of the Diuell 
the Author of rebel on, 

| Atruth, which will yetrefle@ far more cleerly, 
if you behold it in Comparatizo, whether you com- 
pare revelton with the contrary vertue Obedience , 


texr,witohcraft and 1aolatry, Firſt, by the rule of S. 
Gregor), ex aduerſo melins ofienditar, the light will 
| beſt appeare through the contrary vertue. Now, 
by the rule of contraries, as Ari#,Eth,g.fayes, Pri. 


mus minimo. It obedience be the beſt of vertues, then 
Lookethen firſt in the old Law, Sacrifice was the 
beſt in that: yer behold, ovedzence 7s better then Sacrj- 


Sacrifice (God alwaies reſerued that for himſelte) 
yet ſec, obedience is better then the fat of Lambes, To 
offer many Sacrifices with the Papifts,withour obe- | 
gdience, is little other im their owne To#ars phraſe | 
then fudium nequitie, a kind of deuotion by which 


fice, Andthe Adeps, the far, was the beſt part of the | 


| 


as in the verſe before;or with the para/ell vices inthe | 


| 


1 
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mus acins ViIrtuts opponitur maximowitio, et mint-| 


| mafter-to obedience. Obedience is good init felfe,Sa- 


Alzs,: that was commanded as the meere Schooe- | 


crifice only. in reſpe@ tothe Lawthar commanded 
it. Obedience did that which all the legall Sacrsfaces 


the luſts of our owne fleſh are mortified : to Secrt- 


fice our beaftly affeRions, mult needs be much ber-| 
terthen toofferbeaſts. As Faith isthe beſt: ofthe 


the 


 } Theological, (0 vbeatencerhe 'chickeſt of 


vertues. 
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=| vertues : Nay Legall Iuſtice which is nothing elſe 
| \ | butthe obedience of the whole -Lawyis erm Virtng, 
1-88 : | ſaich Ariſtotle :; nay ir cxceCis,flaich he, ail other VCr«' 
cues,quantume lucifer inter Aſtra,as the m orning Star! 
excels all others in beauty. {n a word;actiue obedi- 
* *[encefaithone,is the Fazter, and paſſtue,the Mother 
| | '[ofallvertue. And therejore1tt Chriſts example will 
''. | mooue vs,perd/d't 414m, ne perderet obedientiam,he 
- |choſerathertoloſe his lite then his obedience, 
1 | Why, ſeethentheillue of clus firſt compariſon , 
| 
| 


if 6bedterce ro God and his Law, be nor onelya ver- 
|rue,but omns virtue all vertue:then rebellion ro God 
and his Law is not only a finne, but omne witiuns,all 
finne : ſo that take 1t generally,and to compare any 
finne with it,is ro comparea part with the whole. 
Nor's this yet enough . The 4oly Gheft yer far- 
| |ther aggrauates it in mv text, by a ſecond compari- 
| ſon ; with the paralell ſrnnes,as well as with the con- | 
| | _ | grarywertues, Rebeliton cauſcth all ſinne in gexeraff, 
—_* - \andisasgreatasthe fouleſt finnes in parriculay,cucn 
© |} as wigcheraft and 1avlatry,Such is the monſtrous na- 
| - - *{rureof mans d{/obedience, that {imple and poſitiue 
jt | notions cannot expreſſe ir, it muſt be heightned by, 
| compariſons nor can every comparative reachir :| 
| nothing canarriveat thetop of mans ſinne, but the 
{2 finne of man;zandno finnes will paralell reberon,but 
+41 _. - | thoſe of witcheraft or 1dolatry, ' | 
| - 4Intaking the hejghrof which compariſon, Peter 
Martyr andothersconceitie.that Samwe/heteaymd| 
___  {notarthe equaiizyofthe (innes, bur ofthe puniſh- 
| {met ::/bucrohim that avell eyes/ir/Uit willappeare | 
| |yplainchy thadas:thPropherhadypoken” before of 
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the contrary vertue obedzence it felte, to.here heay- 
- |meddireQ!y arthe ſine it ſelfe, that rebellron was as 
the wickedneſle of 1d4olatyy. 

| Now, Witch-crafi being an high kinde of 140latry, 
[I neede not compare them ſeuerally ; the greater] 
\implyes the leſſer. Nor are we to expect, the com: 
pariſon ſhould runne euen ypon all feet : Ir isnot 
Camparartio equalitatts, ſed ſtmilitudinis, tis a compa- | 
riſon of qualzty, not of equality. But firſt,as all com 
paratiues ſhould doe, theſe finnes they meete in v@- | 
#0c0, they both communicate in the ſame forme , 
they are both primarily finnes againſt the fr/? Table; | 
| |both haue the ſame beginning from [fidelity ; both | 
the tame exa, the contempt of Gods Oraimence. The! 
Romiſh 1dolater adores the true God with falle wor- | 
ſhip: to doth he who worſhips God according to | 
the will of man, The Witch,hee makes the deuwll his | 
| God - little better doth he that makes his owne will | 
his God, Idolatry? why,tis the higheſt of finnes, it be- 
ing againſt God,nor onely as he is a Law-giuer,ſo the! 
breach of the ſecond table is againſt God: bur a ſinne | 
airectly againſt God as heis God: And ſo doth the Re-| 
belloppole him. The 7dolarer makes a plurality of | 
goat, and that includes a nutty , Diciteplures, dicite | 
|nn[lum:and neere as good no God, as no obedience to | 
(God.Inthe breach of the Sabbath, Gods honour is di- 
miniſhed,in /o/atry-his eſſence is denied; Infwearing 
Gods name is vilifed; in 1dolatry tis annihilated. Di- 
miniſhing, vilifying , denying, annihilating , all are! 
included in rebelling. In 1dolarry they offer to [dols, 
in Witch-craft they ſacrifice to deails'; yet behold, | 
rebellion a finne comparative to boxb;nay,ſuperlariue | 
| B aboue | 
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aboue both, and the cauſe of borh. For were there} 
no 7ebellion againſt God and his Law , there could be 
| > | | 
neither [Witchcraft nor Idolatry. 
fg | 
| But if this generall g/ofſe ſeeme yet roo large, let 
vs now contract it inthe particular, and contider the] 
truth of this compariſon in Hyporbeſh, the finne here! 
of Saul and of his peop/z, Which being done, tis to! 
be feared leſt finding 1/raet in rebellion, we hall finde: 


gious {inne, like ro chat of witcheraft or 7dolatry, | 
Now, in Sas!s offence clecrely charaQterd in this! 
 Chapter,two points are moſt remarkable. His foule 
 commiſ5i0n, his. falſe ſubmiſs10n, The firſt is aggraua-! 
red by two cleere circumſtances : The worth of the 
| Gifts which God gaue him;the v»worthipeſe of his 
ends, for which he rebelled againſt him. 1 
Firſt, for his pez/ſox, there was not amore comes» | 


\ly among all the ſonnes of Iſrael. Secondly, for his | 


place, from the leaſt Family, and the ſmalleſt Fribe, 
{he was aduanced to be the Head of the T rbes of /ſpa- | 
c/. Thirdly, For his endowments ; The Spirit of 
the Loxd'came extraordinarily vpon him, and:hee 
;prophecied. Thus much-did God giue hm, and 
therefore expected to receiue much from him. He | 
didfrom him, he doth from vs. Donorum promptus 
quidems Author, fed importunu exatior, God requires | 
15. owne with vſaury, Matth, 25. 27. Where God | 
performes mighty workes, hee lookes for eff. Ruall 
obedience. Otherwiſe woe to =- here, woe #0 Che» 
razin , woe ts Bethſaida, it ſhall bee more tolerable for 
Tyre and Sidon then for you. 
 . Andhere, O Enghjh Iſrael, let the ftaine of #{rae/s 
vnthank- 
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nations. For temporall blefcings, hee-hath hitherio 
made faſt the bavres of thy gates, Whereas other more 
thankfull people, haue becne oppreſled with bloody 


[warre ; Peace andthe Princes of peace haue flowſhed 


within our palaces, Onr wiues baue beene as the fratt- | 


| full vine,and our children as the oliue branc hes about 


| 8ur table. The God of our gladneſſe hath crowned the 
[17210 Captiuity, no complaining in our ſtreets, Nay, God 
| nd heauenly bleſsings , hee hath ginen vs meanes to. 
11s his power 18 Saluation ; the Preachers of his Word 
| ding all other reformed Churches. Our Land, ſhe is 


{members of.Chrit abroad : As a Quecenc in a veiture 
of Gold wrought about with divers colours : hereare 
(theſcatesof 1u/jce ; here the Schooles of the Pro- 
phets ; here the Temples of the liuing God ; the off ex- 
|#0ries of our daily prayers and praiſes ; the exerciſe 
whereof, (beſides our priuate Soli/aqures) we haue- 
{in euery Pariſh Church euery weeke thrice,inevery: 
CathedraZeuery day thrice. Nay, 1o frequent are 
they in our great Cities, that cuery houre of the day: 
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|crowne of all , Gog,as ypon #his day,hath giuen vsa 


las a morher #n Iſrael, a refuge to all the diſtreſſed 


(| yeere with his goodneſſe, and there bath beene 30 leading. 


moſt abundantly, in number and knowledge, excee- | 
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nothing more, then to make them as ſecure as they 


B 2 


carefull Geardian of all theſe bleſſings, who ſtudies! 


withan higher hand, hath bleſt vs with all firienal| 
begoodas well w/o; his Word moſt freely, which 


|may bee ſpent in publike deuorion. Laſtly, as the| 


[are profitable, Ohler vs take heede, that withtheſe |. | 


ly THF Oi 510 OTE. - 
'Vnthankfull reb-0cop mooue thee to ready 0btarence.. 
The Lord hath exiled thee as the King 4mong 1he | 
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{ ments. And if we, through diſobedience, ſhall de- | 


| maine, but a /earefall 


| prooued to /ſr4et here the aggrauation both of their | 


A. Sermon preached 44 


Ifraelztes here , wee rebell not againſt fo gracious a ' 
God,ſo bounteous a BezefaFor, It hath cuer beene 
42 Pratick Maxime in Theology, Ingentia beneficia,in- | 
gentia vitia, ingentia ſupplicia : Great benefits, an- 
ſwered with foule finnes, and in fearetull iudge- 


ſpiſe the riches of Gods grace ypon vs, what canre- 
conſummation of Indgements al-. 
ready begun, that as God rent here from Saw a tem-' 
porall X;»g4 ome, ſo according to our $4#70ur5 Owne 
prophecy, he ſhould take from vs a ſpirituall Ximg- 
dome, and conferre it w;pon 4 people that will bring | 


 Theegreatneſle of Gods bleflings being abuſed,they 


1 
| - | | 


| 
| 


| /mneand puniſhment. All which g4t the heaujer: 
'ypon them, becauſethey did ir for ſuch poore and 


| | 7 | | - 
> | them, concerning the Awalekztes, though it beea- || 


| gainſtthelaw of Armes, that women and children, 


| God, ſaith Samuel, bade [mite Amalck., [lay both may 


vnworthy ends. 
Lord ! How ſtreight a charge had God giuen | 


who cannor beare Armes, ſhould be ſlaine 7 yer | 


4714 woman, infant and ſuckling oxen and jheepe, With | 
how ſtrong a reaſon was this commiſcton backt 7 Re- | 
| member how. Amalek laid watte for Iſrael, in the way 


| 


| 


45 they came wp from <Azypt. Here is command | 
backt with reaſon, but all notwithſtanding, S«vl and | 
his people deſtroyed that only which was vile , b#t-, 
ſpared Agae the King and alt that was good. 


| 
| 
| 


1 


ence, though many & courtly, areall, in compariſon 
Aer ' "1 |. 


| 
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| The conceived motiues of whichtheir difobedi- 
| 

| 
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He Kin Cramer 


ro the reward of obedience » moſt poore ard con- 


| of the ſpoyle, and of A4gags ranſeme, and ſo madc 
| Marmmontheir god, which 1s exprefle [do/atry Some 
coniccure,they ſpared the fathings of rhe gattell, to 
(feaſt after viRtory ; and ſo they made their belly rheir 
g9d: and thats Idolatry. Some fay they ſparcd Xing 
Agag , *that they might leade him as their vaſſall in 


[crigmph, after victory; and ſo they made their glo- | 


remptible. Some thinke they did it for conerouſneſſe | 


ry thetr god:andthats Art Idolatry. Arthe 15.verſe 
| It1s alle1dged, that they ſpared the beſt of the catrell, 
to facrificethem vato the Lord: and ſorthey made 
Religion a ſtalking horſe to rebellion ; and thats the 
| knowne badge of ldolatry. Ar the 24. verſe Sanlcon-! 
| fefleth, rhat he did ir for feare of the people, and ſo! 
made popular applauſe his god. Now, to worthip| 
a monſter with ſo many heads, is grofle 1delatry. 2o-' 

- ſephus writes, he ſpared King Agag,becauſc he was | 
| |acomely anda beautifull Prince ; and Abwulew/rs,that | 
he did it out of pry; fearing leſt the tables being 

| turn'd,and the dice new caſt, it might one day prove 
| his owre caſe, Aad ſuch indeed are oft the rurnes in| 
humane affaires: as Eng/aud by computation wonne | 
 Normavnady, the ſame day fortic yeeres wherein Noy- | 
| mandy ouercame England, Well, graunt which you 
will, or all theſe coniccures to be true : yec that 
Sasl and his people, for ſuch vaworthy ends as theſe, 
ſhould reie& the Word of the Zord, and rwnne a 
 whoring after their gwne inventions, what was all 
this, but the worſt of Idolatry, «nun, Wikworſhip, | 


| 


their pitey, their glory, their bel, their Mamwon, 
B 3 their 
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| member that which Amaleck did, how he layed waite 


lald $ ermos preached | 


| rheir God, in «{ſerting vp their owne exas and ther | 


owne will,aboue Godand his will. And this is a lot- 


ty pitch of dolatry. 


| © Thus foule was Sauls rebellion in the commiſs10u 


repentance; twill prooue rather worſe then betrer in 


' his ſabmiſsi0n: for whereas obedience ſhould -be no 


diſputant, no 9wrmurer,no framer of excuſes; yet | 


and that with a notorious fal | 
filed the Commandement of the Lerd, Now, falfity is 


yet an yntruth ſo palpable was here defended, that 
the very Glearing ſheep and lowing oxen contuted | 
' him. Yer ſtill the ftnneriſeth higher: for as he excus- | 
ſed his fault fa/ſty,ſo he repentedhypocritically. How | 
| hardly could Samuel bring hynm to acknowledge his 


for vaine-glory onely;the aime of his ambition was, | 
| that the Prophet would henour him before the Elders 
| of b#s people... | | 
| Thus did {anne thruſt on4inne, as-one waue drives 
| another. Andit by theſe degrees his rebellis clymd 


finne! and when he did it,twas a Politiche defigne, all | 


| of his fault; And if you looke with a true Chruttian F 
{ eye,cither vpon his falſe excuſe, or his hypocriticall 


| $aul,who would not be obeying, would be excuſing, | 
ah frying, 1 have ful- | 


\3 foule faultina man, much moreina Magiftrare: | 


CI 


; not high enough to reach theſinne of /delatry, be- 
| hold yet two ſteps more, by which it will arriue at 
| the very top of 1t;Firſt, it wasa finne' of knowledge , 
not of 7gnerapce: For he had aprecept inioyned. 
a 

| Goe ſmite Amalek, He had a reaſons adioyned, Re- 


fer 17ael oft, Why behold, 46raham obeyed Gode- 


uen 4g 42277 reaſon; diſpenfing with all his deare and | 


necrc 


{ 


—_— 
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before King CuaRtns. 


| ' 


| neere affeRtions : at Gods command , ready to kit | 
his owne and onel y ſonne: yer ſee diſobedient Saw! | 
[though he haue the Loras exprelle waryane, backt 
| with vnanſwerable rea/on, will to the contrary, ſpare | 
| Agas, a ſtranger, an Amalckite, aprofeit enemy to | 
God and his choſen Iſrael, 
| Secondly, which was the pitch of his iniquity; it | 
was not a {in of knowledge only, but of Zubbornnes. | 
a finne of the wi4,plaine revelhon,a-wiltull deſperate | . 
 contumacy. Gods deareſt children fall every day by | 
fianes ofz-firmity; but they in their offences are paſ- 
fine, rather then a&ine; they doe not that which they 
would,they dve that which they would not, Haue they | gcw.9 11, 
but a willing minde £ Why God acceprs according 18, 2.Cor.8.12. 
that a man hath, There is as great a difference be- 
twixt ſtubborne preſumption and a ſlip of frailty, as 
betwixt murther and chance. medly, Saint Pawl makes | 
it the property of Antichriſt himſclfe to be «ww, | 
one whoſe willis his law, and his children, the chil-| 
dren of diſobedi&ce,are [tiled by the holy Ghoſt, The | 
ſons of Belzal, the ſons of pera1tr0n, Detaeſt ſua cuiq, | 
cup1do. Of all 1dolaters he is the molt incorrigible, 
who makes his wi/l his God. Euery fiune is ſo volun- 
tary, that it were no finne, if it were not volun- b: 
tary, Sinnes of infirmity are eſpecially ſaid to bee | 
committed againſt Godthe Father , whoſe efpeciall 
/artribute is powey; ſinnes of 7gn0r47ce againſt God the 
| Sonne, whoſe eſpeciall- attribute is wifedome : bur 
finnes of walzce are finnes againſt God the boly Ghoſt, 
\whoſe eſpecial: attribute is /ave. Tis ill to offend in | 
{theformer , tis fearefull, with Sau and his people | 
; here,to offend inthe latter kind, If ——— | 
LT faith] 
dds | 
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A Sermon preached 
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{aich holy Bermerd,thcre would be no hel. Not but 
that if our will be ſubiet ro God's will, it 1s in one re. 
\ Ipethe beſt of all the ſoulcs faculties; it being the 
faculty by which we cnioy all other good things. | 
| Neuer ſacrifice more acceptable to Ged, then that 


of Chriſt to his Father, nen quod ego vols: Not as 1 
' will. but as thou wilt, Whereas on the contrary, nor' 
witchcraft nor 1dolatry could be morediſ pleafing to 
| God then Savls Rebel. on:inſomuch as Gods Spirit for- 
[{ooke him, becauſe he would not forſake his owne' 
will, Non ebedire, not to haue done the will of the 
Lord, this might haue beenc only a {inne of errour 
| or 1nfixmity : bur nolle obedire, (as it is here in this 
| Text) rebellreuſly to reict his Word,& reſe#t his Spi- 


rit, and nat © be fo much «s wilhng to doc his will 


' p, | 


ſuch fubbornneſe and contumacy was as the iniquity 
'of witchcraft and [dolatry. 

| Sotharnow lam come to the very ayme of my 
text,and could wiſh I had no occaſion to proceed:I 
would to Sed that Sawl and his people were only | 
{guilty of this finne - bur [ feare (too iuſtly) that I 
haue beene all this while but telling our owne tale, 
| mutato nomine de nobu fabula,l proteſle in verbo Sa-' 
cerdots , thatmy conſcience apprehends nothing | 
{o likely to prouoke yet Gods heauier —_— 
vpon this Land,then our wiltulnes and d:ſobedievce, | 
' [our fubbornneſſe and contumacy, firſt, againſt Godin, | 
| heauen: ſecondly ,againſt his Depsty on earth. For | 
jche firſt , how often hath the Loyd called vs by his | 
Word 2 how often by his Iudgements 2 yet, at 
[/whatcafte rates haue we {old our obedience to our 


| 
_ Though 
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| before KinG CHARLES. 


Though Ceſar permitted a man to breake his 
oath, yet hee would hauc it done for 4 kingdome. 
S1laefter the ſecond, as Platina reported , gauec his 
{oule to thediuell;but it was fer a Popedore. Feare- 


full bargaines theſe ! Alas, What profits it 4 man | 
| wanne the whole world, and to loſe his owne ſoule? Yet 


ſee ! our contraQts are more wickedly ridiculous: 
We wretched wormes will diſobey our Goa, for 
the leaſt intereſt of gaive; the leaſt wantonneſſe of} 
the fleſh ; the leaſt pun&#:lio of honour ; the leaſt| 
atome of yanity ; for very vile and wretched things, 
that vaniſh as ſmoake : and if wee compare them, | 
either with the eternity of God in Heauen, or with 
the #ncerraiwty of our life on earth (things that axe, 
45 if they were mot at ati) yer, fortheir ſakes doe we | 
become worſe then 1«d himſelfe ; for hee ſold 
Chriſt but once, and that for chirrie pieces of ſilney , 
we daily ſell bim thirty times , and that ſcarce for 
the price of one piece. We finne, becauſe we will 
ſinne, for every trifle, ſwearing by his precious: 
wounds , abuſing his gracious bleſſings ;.being as. 


our ſinfull will that ſlayes our ſoules. That will ard 
heart of ours, which we ſhould giue vp to God, our 
[aff hath it, or our ambition: cither new Wine hath 
taken it away , orelſe where our Treaſures, there & 
our heart a/ſo. Would we but looke conſcienciouſly 
into our ſelues, we ſhould finde that there are two 
willes in man : the will of the fleſb , and the will of 


| bad as P/latealſo, crucifyingagaine the Lord Jeſws,| 
to giue life vynto Barabbas a murtherer;that 1s, vnto 


Hoſea 4.11. 
Matth. 6,21. 


ro! top ; the one from our ſe/ves, the other from 
Goa.If we will follow that only which is our ewe, 
| 5: jiSs (the 
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|willof the fleſh, ro the will of the ſp:r#t ; Tune erit 


finnes. Nay, Obedire eft obaudire : foto captiuate 


|the Lord, &« the glory of the: King. Though Kings 
| haue wwaw ers, the will of the ſubieets vader them |. 


| ſeth one King by the death of another, ro let vs. 


God: Though - yee are the children of the moſt | 
| 2igh, yer, ee ſhall die like men, Pſal. 82. No founs 


(the will'of the fleth) we are mecre Monorhelites, 
2s bad as beaſts themſclues : but if wee ſubmit the 


vera pax hom, quando  caro anims indice regi- 
tar, anirm Deo preſide gubernatar. Then is there 


the fleſh is gouzrnd by the Spirze, andthe Spirzz by 
God, Ar which Chriſtian, perfection if wee will 
'ayme ; when God commands, we mult not ſpare 
ro flay our Agaz, ro mortifie our neereſt & deareſt | 


our wils to Goa, that we muſt heare him nor only a- 
gainſ} our fines, but againſt our {clues too : And 
that not only in proſperity, but in adverſity allo ; 0- 
therwife we ſhall be like a bow ; which will bend 
in the belly only, but not in the backe, In a word, | 
Obedience to God is a Royall Sacrifice ; The feareof | 


yet God hath the will of Xings vnder him, Though | 
| Kings be Gods before men, yet, they are but mes | 


of carth ;, ſubie&s to the God of Heauen. God rai- | 


know,thar the lining King depends vpon the liuing 


[dation of a King ſo ſurc, as obediexce to him thar 
made him Xing. No Sacrifice ſo acceprtablc,as for 
the King to lay downe his! will ar Gods Altar, As 
\nothing more hatefull in a ſubie& rhen 7ebelhonto: 
his Xz»g - Sonothing more dangerous in a King, 


| A Sermon preached 0 


perfeRion of happineſle in the ſoule of may, when | 


te A 


| before God, though Gods on carth,, yet, but Gods | 


then 


mercy of the Lord, be ſhall net ſlide, For he giueth | 
| deliueranceto Kings, and reskues Daui@ his ſeruant 
| from the hurtful] (word. | 
| | Nordoththe benefit of Royal obedgence to God| 
redound to the Xing alone, the King by his righte-| 
| ouſneſſe mainraines the Countrey. Flix Re 


— 
EI 


| Pious Soxxe, ſucceeding a moſt Religious Fathey. | 
Tisnot with vs, where the Xing obeyes the /efuite, | 


how reuerend in Hs geſtures * how exemplary in 
Hglife 7 Yee cannot count that flattery; which our 


| 


before King CnarLtes.. 
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then revelipy to God : but if the King irufts in the 


ub : 
in 144 qui imperat, times Deam, faith Inſtin ; How 
long hath our owne happy experience demonſtra. 
tedto vs, Tharthe Piery of the King , isthe pre-| 
ſeruation of the Common-wealth 2 Nor can we 1uſt- 
ly forget the happineſſe of this Day , wherein our 
owne ſfoules know, that God hath enlarged vs the: 
continuance of this vnualewable bleſsing , a moſt: 


| 


the /eſaite his Reftor , the Rector his Generall, his | 


| Generallthe Pope, the Pope his owne Traditions, 
aboue the Oracles of Goa. The KXzng reſolues with | 
 Dawid , I will hearken what the Lord God will ſay-on- 
to mee. To which end, how conſtant 1s He in his | 


private, how frequent in Hs publick Deuottons ? | 


uſt comfort, and which the duty of rhe Day cals 
for. If Regus ad exemplurs be a good rule, canthe: 
Kingdome find our a better Maſter to teach the A-| 
theiſt, Religion* the glutton, temperance © the! 
drunkard, ſobriety © the prophaner, ſanctity ? the 
laſciuious, chaſtity © the Idolater, Puricy « Info-| 
much as would the /ib:e2Fs well learne their Kings | 
leſſon, we could not haue ſuch cauſe to feare the | 
NO! C 2 wrath | 
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{vpon vs : fince the 0bedtence and Picty of this 6ur 


| Gods Deputy our King, To which we are not onely 


{obedience and the ſecond table. I would there were 


 fourcomntry,; none, who ftampe it asa maine brand 


wrath of Ged inthe proſecution of his 1ndgements | 


holy Guardian ſtands like the good Angel, like Moſes 
in the zap, to dinert God's plagues from v5. Oh, that 
therefore His cxample, and the conſideration of 
our owe good, would mooue vs to expreſle our | 
thankfulneſſe in our obedience ro God firit and | 
chiefly ! | 

Secondly, and by atrue rule of ſubsrdrnation to 


{weetly inuited by his goeares, but vadcnyably ob- 
liged by the rule of Conſcrexce , for Kings are Gods 
Chriits on earth, ( as the Pſalmiſt cals them, )They 
are neither from Pope nor people, as ſome would 
haue it; but hold in Capzte immediately from God: 
By me Kings raigne. It with 1ſrae/thou retecteſt S4- 
muel,thou reietteſt God himſelfe. I know there is a 
generation, who thinke themſelucs bound by their 
holy profeſſion, to quit ſubieRs from their obedi- 
ence;to authoriſe the depoſition, nay, the murther | 
of Kings ; with Pope SIxtus Quints,to iuſtify trea- 
ſons and parricides,as rareand memorable Acts, God 


_ 


forbid any ſuch Zzmries orDoegs ſhould lurke with- 
inthe rents of our 1/xael. The, Goſpel! cannor ſuffer } 
vs to ſwell to this height of rebellion, Yer,that wee ; 
may not too much ouer-valew our {clues, giue mee 
leaue to wiſh ; I would there were none among vs, 
| who place their conſcience too much in their wid, 
who are all for fazth and the firſt table, nothing for 


inoneto tell ys , that to obey our Prince, is to betray 
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vpon the Clergy, That rheypreach obedience, Well, 
Chriſtians, letitbe more prediſed, I dare promiſe , $:: 
that it will be lefle preached. Whence we thar preach 
have our warrirt, I am ſure:but in whatCatechiſm | | 
theſe men learne their religion, I know not. From | 
Rome they arc aſhamed to take it; from Conſcienci. SS | 
ous Calunthey could nor, who tells vs that the pey- | ** Hay cap-1- 
formance of the ſecond table is the true rouch-ſtoxe of 
hypocrites, Much lefle from Tudictous Luther, who | 
| profeſt 1n a potnt of Canonical obedience, Mallers | þ 
 ovedire, quam miracula facere: Thar he had rather 0- 
| bey , then doe miracies. And therefore theſe men, F. 
' who will doc nothing without Text, might find! 1-1 
Text enough for their obedience, not onely in my | 
' Text here,butin 1. Peer 2. Chapter, where they | 
are enioyned to obey for the Loras ſake-and for conſct- = 

| ence ſake,in the 1 3.to the Romanes 2,where to diſobey ' | 
_ 1s damnation. Inthe whole current of the old Teſta- 7F 

| ment, where we find that for mans diſobedzence, the [ 
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 peſtilence hath devoured them; Fire from heauen| 
| hath conſumed them; The earth hath opened her 
' mouth and ſwallowed them. Fxthy areamers(2s holy | 
Tude cals them)who deſpiſe Dominion, and ppeake eutl' wee 8.11,13. 
i of Dignittes, woe unto them ; for they haue periſhed in | | 
the g4ine-ſaying of Core: Raging wanes of the ſea, fa-| 
ming out their owne ſhame , to whom is reſerued the| ' : 
| blacknes of darkenes for eucy. | wy | 
' Irtwasthe ſpeech of aman renowned for wiſe- 
dome in our age, That if he were commanded to 
| put forth to the ſea ina ſhip that had neither maſt | ki 
nor tackling,he would doe it. And being asked what: | 


wiſedome that were ? replied, The wiſedome muſt | 
| | be | il 
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\.'Y ©| bein Him har barh power to command,not in him: 


At | that conſcience bindes to obcy. 

Fil |Prou. 24.3 |, Heare yera wilerthen he. My $ onefeare God bn 
\F \ | the King , and meddle pot with them 1/0 are giuen " 
8 | chawge: for thetr calamity will riſe ſuaddainly, and wh 
__ | knewes the ruine of them To conclude;pretend the 
| HE - | men what they will , See obedlentia quiſq:. rnfidelis 
1 i eſſe connincitar,$, Gregory had no faith in cher faith 
"1 | | who profeſt againſt obedzence. Nemo humanam po 
Vp [- teitatem contemnit, niſt qui privs Diuinam contemp- 
(6 E | | | ft, No man hath learndto diſobey his K:»g, bu 
# | he had learn'd before to diſobey his God, Oh, let 
1H vs all therefore take heed, That while we flye fro 

8 | 


| Idolatry, we runne not into Rebellion, Farre be it 


= |; | fromys to be found ith Iſrael a diſobedicnt ar 
WM | ; | gain. ſaying people, Buras God with one hand, bath 
= | . | as vpon #Mis Day, deriued to vs an 1vualewable bleſ- 
Fat || | ſing, a true Defender of the Faith, and Protettor 0 
4 7 the Goſpel; a King reſolued to purſue Amalek,wh 
[if ul tach ſo often /aid in waitefor 1/rael : fo let vs with 
"0 Y another hand offer onthe ſame Day, the beſt of Sa-| 
vn 4 | crifices, Obedjexce. Obedience to God, who bath bleſt 
YI oY _ vs with ſuch a King - Obedience to our King, who 
| f | EL is ſuch'an example of Obeazence to God. 
=> F To conclude, Let vs pray for our {clues , that 
= | | | Wee may refſrft all finne, eſpecially preſumpiuous 
= E ii ſane, eſpecially Rebeliien, The finne paralelltof 
| _ | Wichcraftand 1delatry, And'let vs pray for our} þ| 
4 | | | Kreme, that wee long and conſtantly obeying Him, 
—_— | | and Hee long and conſtamly obey:zng God, may 
Had live and proſper in the fauour of Grd, and the 
ERR |  ___ {one} 
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lone of his ſubie@s , to the confuſion of our mali- 
cious aduerfaries, and to the glory of the Goſpe!. 


This eraunt, O Thou cternall Xi»e of Kings, 
| God the Father, Sonme, and holy Gho#t . to 


whom cternall Trinity in Yz:ty , be all 
Praiſe, Power, Glory, &c. 
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